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HffiOBAHKM fCR THE HECOEB 

SUBJECT: Planning Conferences with M. Abrasrtchlk and B. Bagula of the EHH 

from 10-lii September 1956. 



1. Background: 

Tto DC/SH/7/D0B, C- -3 net with the President of the 

BUS, K« Abramtchlk. in Faria in Deoenber 1955 while on a REDSd operational 
survey trip r~ m expressed the view that the U.S. Cover meat 

was desirous or nwiimumng continued contact with the BHB. The DC of BOB 
further noted that the possibility of running BEDSOZ operations in conjunction 
and with the knowledge of the BIB was possible) not on the bilateral arrange- 
aent which existed during the 195CV195& period, but rather one of unilateral 
action control solely by the U.S. Government, the only exception to this 
arrangement being the disposition of the Intelligence "take." If during the 
course of any operational activity employing BHE assets, both Internal end 
external, information received of valss to the BIB would bo relayed to them. 

M. Abramtehik agreed to this arrangenent and further talks in Paris were 
terminated with the understanding that specific operational details and 
planning would be continued in the U.S. upon the arrival of Abramtchlk later 
in the year. 

2. 10 September: 

a. Abramtchlk arrived in the U.S. in August but did not meet with 
SB/ 7/BOB staff officers until 10 September 1956. The period between his 
actual arrival la the U.S. and the 10 September date was devoted to 
discussions with the American Committee in New fork re the Paris Bloc of 
which Abramtchlk is chairman and to BIB organisational activities in 
Toronto, Canada. Abramtchlk was mat at the Union Station Terminal by 

the undersigned case officer and taken to the Raleigh Hotel where he 
stayed during the entire course of the discussions. 

b. In order to spare CSE/7/D0B and the DC/SB/7/ECffi unnecessary 
exposure to the dialectics of former ASJ/OR operations and their somewhat 
unpleasant and abrupt conclusions, the undersigned oasa officer net with 
Abramtchlk alone. These pre-conference discussions were most satisfactory 
and afforded the undersized an opportunity to regain eons of the rapport 
which had been loet with the suspension of Joint BNR/CIA operational activi- 
ties in 195b. It must be noted that Abramtchlk appeared to be cavils tely 
in a forgiving mood and the discussions of former AECJJOB operations were 
satisfactorily concluded. No mention was made of the $30,000 due to the 
BIB as tbs beneficiary on the insurance arrangement made with the mssbers 

of AEQJOB team 2. 

e. Tbs new operational conference began in a general fashion. 
Abramtchlk attempted to bring the undersigned up-to-date on his political 
activity. He told of his subsequent reappointment as chairman of the 
Paris Bloc and its futile negotiations with the American Ocnsittee* 
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As a matter of general Interest, Abramtchik indicated that the American Com- 
mittee was still dominated by Bussian imperialistic thinking, and be was very 
sceptical that the Paris Bloc would work in conjunction with the American 
Oomittee since the latter group still insisted on a non-preda termination 
policy. 

d. Turning to operational details, Abramtchik asked the case 
officer whether or not it was in his power to stop the immigration of an 
individual whom the Byelorussian agent iamigratisn felt was a Soviet agent* 

He was told that this activity did not fall into the purview of tbs ease 
officer. However, if he would be willing to relate the details, it would 
be possible to transmit then to the interested people* Abramtchik began by 
stating that an individual by the nam of BHXEVZCH or BEHE7ICH now living 
in Paris was attempting to immigrate to the U.S. As far as Abramtchik knew, 
this person had already been granted a vise and was preparing far his trip 
to the U.S. The derogatory Information as expressed by Abramtchik is as 
follows > 

In 191)6 BEUEYICH was a c onstant companion of a suspected BIS 
agent by tbs nans of Alexander TAEETO3B, about $0 years of age, now 
residing in Cleveland, Ohio. TAESETICH was bp in Minsk and cams 
to the U.S. about 3 months ago. Prior to \hag& War H he bad been a 
teacher in the Soviet Union. Immediately upon bis arrival in the U.S., 
UECTICE began a violent canpaign against the existing Byelorussian 
church in Cleveland. Abramtchik noted that the younger elements of 
this church group ware planning to Inflict physical punieteant cn 
TATSEVICH. Abramtchik disuaded this brash move, and the desire to 
turt TATSEVICH manifested itself Is a social shunning. HKUEVXCH, 
according to Abramtchik, seemed to be under the influence of TATSEVICH, 

He was known to be a constant companion of TATSEVICH while they were 
in Europe, and TATSEVICH spo nsor ed BELIEVER'S Assignation to tbs U.S. 
Ab ramtch ik suspects that BBUtEVICH may have blackmail, material an 
TATSEVICH since BBHKVICH was known to be a student at what Abramtchik 
termed a "spy school 0 in Austria run by the Soviets in 191)6. 

e. Another Cl possibility existed in Canada amcstg the Byelorussian 
groups. There, Vladimir FHKOVSH, an orthodox priest front France, Immigrated 
to Canada under the auspices of the CHHARA organisation which the Byelorussian 
inmdgratlcn feels is a conrainlst front. Abramtchik noted that in 191*6 and 
19U7 PIHKOVSKI had indicated his intentions of going to the USSR. However, 

he inmigrated to Australia and became prominent in Byelorussian politics in 
Australia, prior to hie arrival in Canada. 

3. 11 September 1936: 

a. Utile in Munich, Abramtchik had contact with C— — He 
askec if the latter could arrange for the translor of the EHR 

archives to a safe area preferably the U.S. This information was 

relayed to the undersigned via cable. The only stipulations set down by 
Abramtchik were that in the event of Byelorussian independence these archives . 
would be returned to the legal owners since they contained treaties, political 
negotiations and other historical documents from the period 1917 to 21. 
Abramtchik inherited these files from President Zakharcssuk upon the 
President's death in 19liU in Germany. Abramtchik smuggled the more valuable 
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papers of the archives among hie personal belongings to Franca and kept then 
hidden In Paris until tits end of the German occupation. The second stipula- 
tion was for the microfilming of the original documents by the U.S- and having 
then catalogued under the supervision of a BNB historian, preferably 
Dr. Vltaut Tumaeh. However. Abraatchik said this matter was not urgent. 

b. At this point of the conference. Abraatchik asked the under- 
signed cese officer for a "friend to friend" discussion. The case officer 
stated that be was honored to be so considered. Abraatchik began by asking 
whether or not he should arrange far the Immigration to the U.S. of his 
wife and son. The case officer indicated that although this was Abramtchik’ 3 
personal affair and no attempt was being made to prejudice him in favor of 
an American immigration, the fact that his family would be in the 0,3. would 
ensure the safety of his family and give Abraatohik peace of mind. Abramtchik 
ag ree d . It was the opinion of the undersigned that Abramtchik 1 e mind was 
already made up, and be was seeking nothing more than a confirmation of bis 
views. The benefits of Amiri nan education for bio sen, who la non 3 years 
old, and the companionship offered among the Byelorussian immigration In 

Hew Tork for his wife were offered as additional incentives in favor of the 
proposed immigration. Abramtchik then asked whether or not the case officer 
could assist In the proposed i migration. He was told to contact C. 

3 wham Abraatchik knows as C- 3 at the . C ~I embassy and 
have C~ _U begin the action. If it oec crass necessary to assist in the move, 
the undersigned would be more than glad In helping from this end. Abraatohik 
expressed acme concern about an attempt on his life by the BIB which he felt 
was possible at any moment. He farther expressed same anxiety about the 
welfare of his wife and child living in a Paris suburb. He then began to 
eoctoll the advantages of living In the O.S. and stated that he would contact 
r upon his return to Paris by the middle of Hovenbor. 

c. One of the first Items on the agenda was the discussion of a 
reserve group at Byelorussian estdgrees who could be used in a "hot" war 
situation. The proposed cadre group, Abraatchik was told, would be used 
only in the event of e "hot* war and in support of U.S. military objectives. 
The plan, as outlined to Abramtchik, visualised e group of 10 to 15 
Byelorussians under the leadership of a PA, whether they be of the BUR 
membership or not, who could be spotted, recruited, assessed, and placed 
into nationality grewpe which would be organised under project AEREADT. 
Basically, the plan would take these persons from their permanent geographic 
lo cat lone to a previously designated eite, l.e.. Ft. Bragg, and give than 
two weeks training. Under this arrangement, it would be possible for the 
cadre group to be contained as a trained unit to develop an Esprit de corps . 
The two week training would be given during the normal vacation period and 
would provide excellent cover. The only obligation on the part of the 
cadre members would be to write to a latter drop and apprise the case 
officer of any changes in their personal status. 

d. Abramtchik was asked to submit a list of persons in the 
Byelorussian immigration in the U.S. wham he felt would be an asset to 
this activity. Abraatchik expressed his intense desire to footer this 
activity and deemed it one of the most essential activities that can be 
undertaken during the oold war phase of world politics. He injected, 
somewhat bitterly, the fiasco of earlier attenpta at the formation of a 
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cadre in Germany. He »u reassure d that these tiro approaches had nothing 
in eamco as far as organisation and disposition was concerned. Abram tchik 
subsided in hie attack and finally dropped the subject. He agreed to fu nish 
the case officer with as many names as he could obtain. He repeatedly asked 
whether or not the names could include individuals now located in Canada, 
England, France, Belgium, Germany and Australia. He wae told that the 
plan, ae envisaged at the present tine, mat remain practical and It 
certainly would not be practical to alert the elements in foreign countries 
in the event the activity is not approved. Abrantchik began a historical 
sumary on the need for cadre groups, noting that Germany and Russia had 
been preparing such el emen ts prior to World War n end were still in the 
process of developing this activity. Re cited the example of the Bis si an 
partisan groups during World War II and the German occupation of Paris. 

e. However, be re s e r ved any direst answer until he could speak to 
Dr. Boris Bagula, his former operations chief, now residing in Canada. 

Abram tchik kept insisting that Ragula knew the location of any wo rt hw h ile 
personalities and their status better than be. Since the undersigned was 
most anxious to met with Bagula, it was proposed that telephone contact 
be node with Bagula and that be be requested to com to Washington 
immediately for the talks. Ibraatcbik expressed the fact that be was. 
aware that a war in the near future is highly improbable, but indicated 
that cadre of approximately a battalion strength should be organised. Re 
was informed that this was impractical as was attested 3 years ago, and a 
smaller group designed to perform the original functions outlined in 1953 
should be organised. 

lu 12 September 1 956s 

a. After several phone calls to amtHni, Abrmrtchlk finally con- 
tacted Boris Bagula. Bagula informed Abrantchik that it would be rather 
difficult for Ms, Bagula, to come to Washington on such short notice since 
be had patients to whoa be mist attend, and he could not find another 
doctor to take over his calls. However, as it developed, Bagula was able 
to make arrangements and planned to arrive the following day, 13 September, 
at 1000 hours. A fog delayed the flight and Bagula finally came to Waahingtoa 
at 1515 hours. He registered at the Balaigh Hotel and utilised the double 
room which Abrantchik bad been using. 
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b. Prior to the actual arrival, the undersigned case officer began 
to discuss the possible fate of the remaining members of AJ5QB0R Team H 
with Abrantchik. Ho mention was made of the $30,000 Insurance which would 
be dne to the Byelorussian National Council (BHR) as the legal beneficiaries 
under the will made out by the members of Terns 2 prior to their dispatch. 
(This amount is now being covered under Project AEPRDBB. Abrantchik, 
during the entire course of the conversation, felt that the team is new 
either captured or dead. When asked : upon what he baaed this decision, be 
said that he was acquainted personally with all of its members, and if 
they were alive they would either have sxfilt rated or made contact through 
other means. A rather sketchy review of the W/T traffic was given to 
Abremtohlk.) 



o. Regarding his Chief of Opera^* 1 ^ 
indicated that he was not satisfied with IB 



ula, Abrantchik 
lieu to Canada. 
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He felt that Bagula's operational talents would have best been utilised In 
Europe. However, be noted that he had no control over the situation and 
since Byelorussian HKDSQX operations were at their lowest ebb, there was 
no logical reason for Bagula to resain. He felt that the only reason 
Eagtila had imigrated to Canada was because of unsatisfactory case officer/ 
principal agent relationship. He hastily added that Ragula's move was 
a case what inpulsive. 

d. The conversation returned to the natter of a principal agent 
to take the place of Baeula. Abramtchik stated that Ragula should remain 
knowledgeable of all activities) however, the suggestion made by the case 
officer that a principal agent be ncndnated in the U .S. with whoa periodic 
contact would be maintained was acceptable to Abramtchik. His first 
suggestion was an individial named (Fnu) HAKLIAK. Abrantchlk said that 
this person was a devoted nationalist, umarried, well-educated, and had 
an inclination to want clandestine work. He had never been exposed to 
operations and would require training. A second person named by Abramtchik 
as a possible PA was Dr.' Stanislas HRTIKTEWIGZ, now residing in Philadelphia. 
According to Abramtchik, HHTNKIEWICZ la about bo years old and a nan who had 
shown extreme courage during the Nail occupation of Byelorussia. Abramtchik 
reflected that it was upon Dr. HRTHKlSWICZ'a testimony before a Kami military 
tribunal that he, Ab rantchlk, received house arrest as punishment rather than 
being executed. Dr. HKnSCTgtflCZ had indicated that he would be willing to 

do scything in the way of aiding in the struggle against the Soviets. 9s 
told Abramtchik that he would be trilling to accept a o omission in the O.S. 
Any as a Major in the M e d ical Corpe If Abramtchik felt that this would aid 
in the struggle, his logio being that he could be stationed at Halter Heed 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. The undersigned advised against such an action 
since It was felt that if Dr. HB2KKIEUIC2 had any potential, his primary 
duties to the Amy would preclude his value to other activities which nay 
necessitate travel. Abramtchik agreed and the matter was ended. 

e. In the general discussion following the selection of PA's and 
while awaiting the arrival of Ragula, Abramtchik asked whether , or not It 
would be passible for the undersigned case officer to relate to the 
interested area Branch or desk the name of Said Bey SAKIL, Feyjollah 
Efendi Sokak 1313, Fatih, Istanbul, Turkey. According to Abrawtohik, this 
man Is a civilian and is the grandson of the famous $AMIL who fought in ~f 
the struggle against the Risaiana and the Turks. He is a Circassian. 

Said Bey has been in contact with Abramtchik through Paris Bloc activities 
and indicated in a rather general fashion that while Abramtchik was in the 
U.3., if he had any contact with the American intelligence officials, to 
pass the word that "we could do anti-Bolshevik work." Abramtchik stated 
that Said Bey said earlier that be had been in contact with American Intelli- 
gence in Turkey. However, the people were young and iaaature and were not 
definite in their prop oe ala. Be stated that he had ^ ™H g «mnn.. contacts 
within the Caucasus and had people available in Iran and Afghanistan for 
Infiltration. He said that the HTS was doing saw work in this field, bat 
that would ruin the potential. Said Bey further said that this work must 
be done without the knowledge of the Turks. This information was passed to 
OSVT/MB ant CL 
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X. Dr. Boris Ragula arrived at approximately 1630 hours. The case 
officer, at first* found hi* to be a fairly opinionated person. Since his 
Inst contact with any American Intelligence officer was rather strained* it 
was anticipated that the meeting would be a continuation of the relationship 
experienced in Munich. However, during general introductory discussions with 
Regain* the case officer found him to be receptive to suggestions although he 
still maintained a slight air of superiority. The case officer and the two 
principal agents not to an early dinner to insure adequate time to prepare 
the ground work for concrete opera ti<n*l proposals upon the arrival of 
DC/SB/7/DGB. During the dinner, the problem of past operations wore 
recanted and both parties agreed that many mistakes had been made. Ragula 
agate was critical of the way be bad been handled by C_ J and C. 

_T In fact, be stated, the reason for hia imigraxaoo no Canada rather 
man toe 0.3. was proofed by this unpleasant association. He Indicated that 
these aen did not understand his problem?' bad they told him they were merely 
acting upon tbs orders of Headquarters. Bogota's attitude was somewhat 
tempered When he was told that the undsrsiewd case officer was the Head- 
quarters man of whom be had bean so critical. It was explained to R egain 
that the insecure method of assessment, recruiting, and general "sloppy* 
handling of Byelorussians at Louvain prompted the curtailment of Byelorussian 
BSDSCSt activities. The undersized stated that be hoped both parties bad 
learned a lesson. At this point* Ragula added, *What is past is pest, 
mill ana of people have bean lost in wars and we twist carry on oar activity 
regardless of temporary setbacks.* H* would welcome the o pp o r t u nity to work 
with the undersigned ease officer. joined the group at 2100 

hours. Tbs information which bad been rtuavea to aurswtehik was repeated far 
the sake of Ragula, i.e., hot war planning, recruiting, and setting up of a 
PA spotting system aaong the Byelorasalmn*. end the need for finding acceptable 
c a ndidat e s for BEDSOCt missions. C_ -3 r evi e w e d some of the new 

technical methods available at the present time for in/axfiltr*tion and the 
higher degree of success which could be assured. The undersigned told Ragula 
that the earlier operational planning which envisioned a two or three year 
stay within the Soviet Onion was not practical and anyone undertaking a 
HEBSCX mission now would be in the Soviet Union for a period of no acre than 
thfee or four seeks. This me etin g lasted until 2330 hours and resulted in 
the following! 

(1) The BBS representatives agreed to engage in clandestine 
work subject to restrictions. However* knowledge of any EBD6QE. 

- activity would be limited to Abramtchik, Ragula, and possibly the 
principal agent neninated in the U.3. for contest with the ease 
officer. Dr. titsnt TOHASH, with wbom the undersigned had been In 
contact* would no longer be considered for anything In the II field 
since Abramtchik personally felt that this man would not have the 
capabilities or interest in the intelligence- gathering activity. 

(2) The BHR organisation president and Ragula would look 
over the cadre potential for hot war activities in the U.S. and 
abroad. Abramtchik felt, that onoe this activity began and the 
younger element involved In tbs hot war cadre was psychologically 
motivated* there existed an excellent opportunity of locating an 
action type oandidate from among these elements for work now. 
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(3) Regarding the natter of Pfs, it bad been originally 
suggested that only one such individual be named in the U.S. ■■■'• 

However, Abramtchik felt that this activity could be expanded to 
in clu de England, Fiance, Belgium, Argentina, and Australia. These 
men would not receive any remuneration fnan the U.S. except, possibly, 
travel expenses. 

CU) Upon the suggestion from the undersigned, Abramtchik 
may nominate a secretary who would act as a spotter after hoars, 
ltd. 3 secretary woold have natural cover. As a secretary, he would 
be able to travel with Abramtchik, execute secretarial responsibilities 
and maintain a list of potential candidates. Abramtchik indicated 
that he mist think this over since It was fairly cotncn knowledge 
that bis finances were ex trem e ly limited and that he could not afford 
a private secretary. Therefore, he continued, it would be advisable, 
in his opinion, to me into in several unpaid spotters in tbs countries 
mentioned previously. However, among the persons he has Indicated he 
would consider for the secretarial position was sn individual named 
Theodore CDUFIEJCUK, a graduate of Louvain University in Belgium and 
new residing in California. He was a graduate of German Office re 
School in Unit eh during World War H. 

(5) Ibgarding Australia and Argentina, Abramtchik stated he 
would do ail In hie power to accumulate the names of potential candidates 
In those areas. He held that Argentina bolds tmeh premise because those 
Byelorussian emigres who have settled in that country have not assimilated 
into the economic or the culture of Argentina. As far as Australia is 
concerned, JCbrantobik bald high hopes for this area noting that the 
finest of the Byelorussian Intellectual emigres were now located in 
Australia and as their Argentinian counterparts were having a hard 

time blending into the Australian way of Ilfs. 

(6) Abramtchik originally intended to return to Paris by 

the middle of October. However, it was quite obvious that the prospect 
of aii organisational trip to Argentina intrigued him. Prompted by the 
case officer. Hr* Abramtchik said he would apply to the American Committee 
for financial assistance to make the Argentinian trip. His reason for 
the trip would be ostensibly to attempt to neutralise the extensive 
"Return to ths Homeland" propaganda of the M i kh ailov Committee. 

(Note: Following this discussion, the president of BHR contacted the 

American Committee and outlined his proposal. This was tentatively 
agreed to by the American Committee, and Miss Jill Holton of the 10/5 
office called up the undersigned case officer to inform him of the 
Abramtchik move, •aki' / whether or not we were aware of the action.) 

At the present time, 'Abramtchik is in Canada for a minor operation 
under the medical ears of Dr. Ragula. Abramtchik made one interesting 
observation which merits a notation at this time. He felt that those 
persons returning to Byelorussia from the Argentine held tremendous 
promise as potential internal contacts. Whan asked for ths reason 
behind the statement, Abramtchik said that once they had returned to 
the Soviet Union and had experienced the conditions he would describe to 
them on hie trip, patriotism and dieoontent will Increase. 
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DC/SB/7/QOB told Abrsmtohilc that the undaraigned case officer would wake the 
trip to South <mgHc-n to coordinate his activities with oar offices and 
offer guidance. 

(7) Begarding a trip to Australia, Abram tchiic was not too 
Inclined to undertake the journey at title tins. He said, however, that he 
would obtain the Information to pass cn to any representative when we nay 
sand to facilitate rapport with Byelorussian contacts In Australia. 

I 

5. lbs next contact with Abrantchlk was set for the niddle of October 
and In all probability will be bald in Detroit. Ibs undersigned will be 
contacted by telephone and the final arrangements of time, date, and piece 
will be made. 
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